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Plagiarism & Fulbright Program 

o Align Fulbright review process with U.S. admission and publication standards 

o This has already been done with visiting scholars for years 

o Maintain academic and Fulbright integrity 

o Avoid reputational impacts in universities 

o Prepare candidates for U.S. academic expectations 

o IIE will share resources and guidance on Fulbright Online 

o This is going to be applied to all inbound Fulbright programs 

Plagiarism Agreement Added to Slate 

o All in-bound applications 

o Requirement to submit 

o Copying the exact wording of a written source 

o Presenting material with alterations in wording 

o Paraphrasing the content of a source without citation 

Plagiarism Detection Software 

o All parts of application starting with FY20 cohort 

o Automated software review with iThenticate software 

o IIE and self-placed candidates 

o Foreign student program: mainly for personal statements, study objectives and 

writing samples 

o FLTA-Full application, especially short essays 

o Similarity Score: 10% threshold-anything at or above will be investigated 

further 

o iThenticate is used by US universities and academic journals 

o In the iThenticate database there are webpages, periodicals, journals, 

publications and conference proceedings 

http://www.ithenticate.com/
http://www.ithenticate.com/
http://www.ithenticate.com/


o IIE also has a custom database with all previously scanned documents 

o They scan pages and a similarity score is produced 

Plagiarism Procedure 

o Communication with ECA, Commissions and Posts 

o Software Check 

o IIE Review-10% or higher 

o IIE recommendations 

o Plagiarized Applications-Program Director will provide the recommendation 

for disqualifiaction to ECA and Commission/Post will be notified 

o Non-Plagiarized Appliactions- Re-write may be requested  

o Applicants disqualified for plagiarsim may apply again in a future cycle without 

prejuidice. 

 

2020 Cycle Trends 

o Foreign Student- FY 20-IIE ran all applications through software 

o Overall very low, 1.5% of almost 1500 applications-similarity score 

o FLTA- in line with foreign student 

o FY 20 75% expected candidates, still outstanding European FLTA panels 

o 1 case above threshold-actually was plagiarism 

o Visiting scholar-beginning stages of scanning 2020 scholars 

o So far 1.5% of all applications as well 

o Increasingly less common issue 



Resources for the Field 

o Placement team has put together essay guidelines, proper citation-available on 

Fulbright Online 

 

General Recommendations, Q&A 

o Applicants cannot run applications through software prior to submitting. 

o Post-nomination- technical review-run through software 

o Visiting Scholar-Publications & Academic Journals also use this software 

o Share report with ECA, Commissions and Posts 

o In cases of plagiarism, we can share the application with disqualified candidates 

to take as a learning experience 

o Submission plan is not created if there is plagiarism 

o A candidate disqualified for plagiarism cannot reapply for the same cycle 

o Appealing a finding of plagiarism- It's usually very clear when plagiarism 

happens. 

o Plagiarism software fully integrated in Slate 

 

Additional Resources 


